Not for general circulation and publication
For further editing as of 10 November October 2025

Six Triggers That Call for Reinventing Communication and Journalism Education
and Practice in Asia !

Ramon Guillermo R. Tuazon 2

| extend my gratitude to the Department of Media and Mass Communication at the American
International University-Bangladesh (AIUB) and the Communication and Journalism Educators
Network (CJEN) for inviting me to participate in the 10th CJEN Conference. The conference
theme, 'Media Transformed: Asia at a Crossroads,’ aptly highlights two distinct yet interrelated
developments: the media ecosystem's ongoing flux and Asia's multifaceted disruptions across
political, economic, and sociocultural fronts, partly attributed to media transformation.

In this paper, | will present six triggers that necessitate reinventing communication and
journalism education and practice in Asia. My aim is to engage in a dialogue with my fellow
students of communication and journalism, not to seek consensus, but to generate more
guestions—and answers to the issues raised.

Trigger 1: Digital Transformation: It’s a Brave New (Digital) World!

Digital technology has become an integral part of modern life. Its omnipresent nature

has transformed every aspect of human experience, including family, education,

information, livelihood, socialization, and entertainment, into mediated experiences. As a result,
all sectors are undergoing digital transformation, characterized by the seamless integration of
technologies into operations. This multifaceted process encompasses digitization, digitalization,
and technological integration.

Digital transformation has engendered many urgent questions: How is digital transformation
being pursued in the communication media sectors? How are communication media processes,
tools, and outputs revolutionized by artificial intelligence, large language

models, algorithms, and similar innovations? Are communication practitioners equipped with
new digital competencies? Are we preparing the next generation of communicators to be
future-proof and adaptable in an increasingly digital world? Is ethics part of the digital
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transformation equation, ensuring technological advancements align with moral and societal
values?

In response to these questions, participants in the recently concluded AMIC 315t Annual
Conference adopted the AMIC Mumbai Declaration 2025: Shaping Asia’s Digital Future with
Integrity and Inclusion. The Declaration outlines a vision and offers a roadmap for Asian
communities to harness the benefits of digitalization while addressing its challenges.

What are some of the salient features of the Mumbai Declaration?

e Indigital spaces, freedom of expression must be protected, with safeguards against hate
speech, disinformation, and online harm.

e Astechnology evolves, our ethical standards must also advance. We urge media
professionals, educators, communicators, and all stakeholders to uphold accountability,
transparency, and respect, ensuring a safe and secure digital environment.

¢ Information integrity is essential for public trust, content credibility, and democratic
participation. We support initiatives that counter disinformation without impacting press
freedom and human rights.

e Digital literacy for all is a foundational 21st-century skill.

e The benefits of digital technology must be shared equitably.
e Young people are encouraged to play a central role in shaping digital transformation.

e To advance sustainable development and ensure equitable progress, digital
transformation must be a strategic enabler, promoting respect for cultural diversity and
sensitivity.

e We endorse the UNESCO Guidelines for the Governance of Digital Platforms, which
promote a multi-stakeholder approach to regulation—combining State Regulation, Self-
Regulation, and Co-Regulation.

Trigger 2: Decolonizing Communication Education

There is an increasing interest to promote decolonial discourse among international
communication associations including the Asian Media Information and Communication Centre,
Inc. (AMIC) and the International Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR).

Decolonization refers to the process of undoing or dismantling the ideologies, systems, and
structures, imposed by colonial powers upon their colonized nations as the latter seeks to
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restore their autonomy, sovereignty, identity, and heritage. Decolonization seeks to correct the
deep-rooted inequalities, power imbalances, and biases created by colonial systems.

Colonialism is not only manifested in the politico-economic system but also in the socio- cultural
system of colonized nations making the process of decolonization a difficult process requiring
systemic and structural changes. In the educational system, colonialism is embedded in
educational philosophies, curricula, merit system, among others.

Decolonization is on top of the agenda in the historic 1955 Bandung Conference where
representatives from 29 countries from Asia and Africa adopted the Bandung Declaration.

In 2023, the 29t AMIC Conference took the initiative to rekindle the Bandung Spirit. AMIC
adopted the AMIC Bandung Conference Declaration which seeks partnership with African
institutions in communication education, research, publications, etc.. AMIC’s lead in this
program is the University of Padjadjaran based in Bandung, West Java, Indonesia.

As a necessary step, decolonization of discourse means acceptance that colonialism is a FACT. It
is recognition that colonialism is a manifestation of historical injustices which continue to this
day. Such a discourse also encourages scholars, researchers, educators, and even students to
examine forms of neocolonialism (spurred by new technology controlled by big technology
companies which are engaged in surveillance capitalism).

An issue that requires deeper examination is the phenomenon of so-called Asian colonialism,
which refers to wealthier Asian nations exerting strong influence and even control and
domination over the sociocultural, economic and political landscapes of poorer Asian countries.

Why is there a need for a decolonialization discourse in communication and journalism studies?

e Highlighting (Asian) indigenous paradigms (including Asian religion, philosophy, arts and
culture) or at least, balancing the dominance of Western paradigms and standards.

e Colonization has deeply impacted education systems worldwide by imposing Western
ideologies, devaluing and erasing Indigenous knowledge and practices (Ntibinyane
(2025) citing indigenous scholars including Battiste, 2013; Grande, 2015; Ndlovu-
Gatsheni, 2013; Smith, 2012; Tuck & Yang, 2012.

e Retracing the evolution of communication tools to Asia, i.e., the earliest or pioneering
forms of communication can be traced to Asian societies, e.g., paper and printing
invented or developed in China and written language developed in ancient China;
Wireless Communication (India); DVD technology (South Korea), QR Code (Denso Wave,
a Japanese company).

e Challenging and correcting endemic discrimination and biases perpetuated by decades,
if not centuries, of misrepresentations.

e Recognizing prejudice, hate, deception, or manipulation present in representation.
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Some archival documents can be sources of 'original' disinformation, or 'fake news,' as
they were written from a colonial perspective, reflecting biased or distorted views of
historical events.

e Addressing threats of Al — Will Al reinforce colonial biases?

Al can reinforce and perpetuate biases or even inaccuracies when online datasets available are
used to reflect only perspectives from the main population (i.e., mainstream communities)
because they had the advantage of populating the cyberworld with their perspectives early on
while minorities have difficulties catching up in presenting their own perspectives. There can
also be bias when online datasets are based on historical or archival data that embed biases

While decolonization of discourse is necessary, it may just be one of the many steps needed in
pursuing a multivocal and multi-perspectival world.

African scholar Alvin Ntibinyane (2025) proposes decolonizing journalism education through the
integration of Indigenous knowledge systems, focusing on educational sovereignty. Ntibinyane
cites other “decolonial studies” or indigenous scholars such as Michelle Bishop, Marie Battiste,
and Youngblood Henderson on his advocacy.

According to Ntibinyane, decolonizing journalism education can be achieved through the
integration of indigenous knowledge systems, focusing on what Bishop (2020) describes as
educational sovereignty. Ntibinyane (2025) contends that “indigenous knowledge offers a rich,
immersive learning experience outside formal schooling... rooted in cultural heritage and
holistic understanding, challeng(ing) the rigid structures of Western education.”

Ntibinyane further explains Bishop’s concept of sovereignty in education which “involves a
radical shift from colonial-controlled schooling to an educational system based on Indigenous
ontologies, epistemologies, and methodologies.” According to Bishop (2020, p 427), Indigenous
education sovereignty involves restoring ancient knowledge practices to create culturally safe
and engaging spaces for youth, “who may be disillusioned with mainstream schooling, who
aspire to think critically and to connect with place and knowledges from and for country.”

The African scholar, however, believes that there is value in pursuing both the prevailing
educational system and creating new spaces for indigenous knowledge to thrive together. He
argues that “we must also push for significant changes within existing institutions to make them
more representative of diverse knowledge systems.”

Ntibinyane major contribution is proposing the application of Bishop’s six elements of
Indigenous Education Sovereignty into journalism education albeit reiterating Bishop’s warning
that these six elements “are not meant to fit neatly into existing Western schooling systems or
be viewed as a checklist for easy implementation. Rather, they represent interconnected
processes that require systemic transformation on how we understand and engage with
education, particularly through Indigenous ways of knowing, being, and doing” (Bishop, 2022).



The six elements applied in journalism education are described as follows:

e Pattern thinking: Integrating interconnectedness in journalism education -
Journalism education should ensure students understand the interconnectedness of
societal, historical, and cultural factors.

e Time: Rethinking deadlines with Indigenous wisdom - In Indigenous education, time is
understood as cyclical and reflective rather than linear and rigid.

e Intergenerational reciprocity: Co-creating curriculum in journalism education -
the exchange of knowledge between different generations, enriching learning with
diverse perspectives and wisdom.

e Agency: Nurturing independent journalists through Indigenous knowledge -
empowering students to take control of their educational journeys, fostering autonomy
and engagement.

e Relationality: A foundation for holistic education and journalism - building and
maintaining respectful relationships within the learning community.

e Country: Place-based knowledge and respect for natural environments - country
encompasses a deep connection to place-based knowledge, where land is not just
geography but a living, teaching entity that embodies wisdom and memory

Scholars and researchers from the South, especially Asia, should also examine how to
“decolonize” global archiving system to promote access to information. This involves actual
access (offline and online) of archival materials in Western libraries and archives, digital
repatriation, restitution of cultural heritage materials, reparations and compensation for the
removal and exploitation of historical and cultural heritage materials.

Access to archival documents housed in Western libraries and archives is essential for scholars
from colonized countries to verify, validate, and potentially correct these records, if found
erroneous.

AMIC supports the call for continuing discussion of the Al Decolonial Manyfesto. To quote from
the paper:

“Our urgency arises from humans’ capacity to use Al as a knowledge system to create
irrefutable “algorithmic truths” to reinforce domination. In doing so, other systems of
knowledge production and other visions are denied and erased, as are other peoples’ agency,
autonomy, and contestation.... In insisting on a decolonial Al, we stand for the right of each
historically marginalized community to reshape reality on their terms.”


https://manyfesto.ai/

AMIC remains committed to promote Asian communication theories and research paradigms
through our offline/online publications.

We have published the 2" edition of Communication Theories: The Asian Perspective in 2022
and we are now preparing a complementary publication, Communication Research Methods
and Tools: The Asian Perspective.

The Asian Journal of Communication (1990) and Media Asia (1974) published for AMIC and NTU
by Routledge Taylor and Francis are not only pioneering, they continue to be the leading
academic and professional practice journals in Asia.

We continue with Dialogue on Commonalities, Diversities, and Complexities of Asian and
Western Communication Theories which we started in 2023. Our advocacy is to encourage more
Asian communication schools to integrate Asian Communication Theories in the curriculum.

AMIC is also developing its own online library which will feature over 100 books it has published
over the last 54 years. These books are authored/edited by distinguished Asian educators and
practitioners and will be accessible to AMIC partners/stakeholder.

A pioneering initiative is the development of the AMIC Higher Education Quality Management
Accreditation Service. It aims to offer a quality standard measures appropriate to Asian context.

Trigger 3: Interdisciplinary, Multidisciplinary, and Transdisciplinary Ecosystem for
Communication Discipline

Societal issues have become so complex that addressing these issues now demand breaking
down traditional disciplinal silos. There is also realization that the root causes of these issues
have multidimensional perspectives.

There is recognition that communication and journalism issues require multidisciplinary,
interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary research frameworks.

Citing the National Research Council of the United States (NRC, 2005),

Portus, L.M, et al. (2018, p. 133) identified four drivers of interdisciplinarity research: (1)
inherent complexity of nature and society; (2) drive to explore basic research problems at the
interfaces of disciplines; (3) need to solve societal problems; and (4) stimulus of generative
technologies.

Interdisciplinary research engages researchers from various disciplines who jointly work
together within their respective fields but research findings indicate a degree of integration of
diverse disciplinary perspectives (Portus, L.M, et al., 2018, p. 133 citing Pohl and Hadorn, 2008
in Juanico, 2012).



Multidisciplinary involves experts from different disciplines working together to examine a
common topic in a compartmentalized manner within the boundaries of their respective
discipline (Portus, L.M, et al., 2018, p. 133 citing Pain, 2003 and Juanico, 2012).

An example of a multidisciplinary study is Crimes and Unpunishment: The Killing of Filipino
Journalists (2012) which | co-edited. Chapters which examined impunity in the killing of
journalists were contributed by experts from anthropology, psychology, political economy, law,
and communication studies.

Meanwhile, transdisciplinary research involves experts from natural, social, and health sciences,
and the humanities working together and transcending traditional boundaries to generate
shared theoretical or conceptual frameworks or policies (Portus, L.M, et al., 2018, p. 134).

The role of the different social, natural, and physical sciences includes presenting a broader
context of the stories and interrelating issues, and understanding the mindsets, values,
behaviors, and practices of different stakeholders.

Perhaps one of the most insightful academic papers which argued for interdisciplinary,
multidisciplinary, and transdisciplinary paradigms is, For An Inclusive Innovation. Healing The
Fracture Between The Human and the Technological in the Hypercomplex Society by Dr. Piero
Dominici of the University of Perugia.3 According to Dominici (2018, pp. 1, 5, and 7), we are now
living in a hypercomplex ecosystem which requires a radical rethinking of education and
training. He further argued that “social and cultural innovation belongs to those who will
succeed in healing the fracture between the human and the technological, to those who will
succeed in redefining and rethinking the complex relationships between the natural and the
artificial, to those who will manage to bring knowledge and skills together (not to separate
them), to those who will, furthermore, know how to unite and merge the two cultures
(scientific and humanistic), both in terms of education and formative training and in defining
profiles and professional competences (underscoring provided).” He further recommended the
need to abandon the “false dichotomies”: theory vs. practice; scientific fields vs. the
humanities; knowledge vs. competences; and hard skills vs. soft skills.

Dominici echoes the need for interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approach which entails
“redefining the spaces taken up by the fields of knowledge, and overturning those logics of
power and control that have, at all levels, ratified the fragmentation and reclusion within the
narrow borders of the disciplines, disciplines which are ever more isolated and incapable of
communicating with one another— with deep-cutting implications extending well outside the
ivory towers” (2018, p.5).

3 https://eujournalfuturesresearch.springeropen.com/articles/10.1007/s40309-017-0126-4
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Communication studies should adopt more interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and
transdisciplinary research frameworks or approaches. The adoption of such frameworks has led
to the emergence of new and exciting areas of study such as Cyber Anthropology and Digital
Archaeology (at Michigan State University), and the introduction of new programs such as the
Center for Humane Arts, Letters, and Social Sciences Online. Other examples are Biophilic
Design (which combines Architecture and interior design , applying insights from Psychology,
Environmental Science, and Engineering); and Computational Social Science to analyze digital
data, such as social media and historical archives.

A public university in Vietnam piloted interdisciplinary pedagogical approach using project-
based learning for engineering students. From the traditional Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM), the university integrated Arts. Thus, from STEM to STEAM. The
approach fosters 21st century skills like teamwork, problem-solving, critical thinking, and
creativity in learners (Oanh and Dang, 2025, p, 705).

Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia, years ago, has redesigned its computer
science programs around nine threads, giving students broad skills and learning experiences.
The Computing and Media thread requires students to take courses in communications, writing,
and liberal arts to teach students “what they need to know to tell stories and create experiences
for humans through technology,” according to Merrick Furst (as cited in Friedman, 2007, p. 328).

Related to cross-disciplinary research framework is the conduct of meta-analysis (meta-
research) in communication studies, which can enrich data on types and patterns of effects and
impacts of new media. This highlights why data science should be part of communication
education curriculum.

As for the research agenda, what are the current most relevant communication issues in your
country that can be studied in the context of cross-disciplinary perspective? Following are some
guestions that may be raised:

e How can the media promote contentment over greed when it is saturated with images
of consumerism?

e How can the news media shift from producing incident-based, sensationalized news to
releasing educational yet compelling reports that focus on finding concrete solutions?

e How can discerning consumers demand for the quality of media and information they
want?

e How can the media promote respect for cultural diversity and differing worldviews?

Trigger 4: Journalism as a Public Good and the Issue of Information Integrity

Public good refers to essential services or commodities available to everyone in society without
exclusion (Fernando, 2021).



States are expected to ensure public access to these services or commodities especially in cases
where individuals or sectors have limited financial and other resources to access these essential
services. Good examples are public education, public health, national defense, sustainable
environment, public libraries, public postal service, and community e-centers.

UNESCO recognizes news and information as public good that every individual should be
entitled to.

World Press Freedom Day 2021 adopted the Windhoek+30 Declaration on Information as a
Public Good.

WPFD 2021 identified three conditions needed for journalism to be part of information as a
public good: (1) media viability, (2) transparency of online platforms (technology companies),
and (3) media and information literacy,

Windhoek+30 Declaration recognizes the role of journalism in producing and disseminating
public interest information especially in times of crisis and emergencies. The 41st session of the
UNESCO General Conference, on 18 November 2021, has endorsed the Windhoek+30
Declaration.

According to the Declaration, what is the role of governments and technology companies in
preserving Journalism as a Public Good and ensuring a healthy and vibrant democracy?

Governments should:
e Create an enabling environment for freedom of expression and access to information by
adopting legal measures in a transparent manner;
e Nurture a diversity of viable public, private, and community media;

In many countries, information as a public good is provided by public service media or
PSM (especially public service broadcasting). PSM is distinct from state-controlled
media. But PSM is now vulnerable to media capture;

e Ensure flow of public funding to the media through subsidies and advertisements in a
fair, independent, and transparent manner; and

e Mainstream media and information literacy.
The Role of Technology Companies

e Ensure transparency in their conditions of service and human and automated systems in
dealing with content;

e Conduct human rights risk assessments; and

e Support information as public good through partnership agreements including donations
and protection of journalists who are victims or at risk of online attacks.



I would like to highlight the crucial role of technology companies in the current and evolving
media landscape as channels and distributors of information, with the fearsome powers of
filtering, selecting, and reconstituting information through algorithms. These technology
companies have taken the role of the new gatekeepers. This is really fearsome for journalism
because there are still NO RULES as to WHO SHOULD “CONTROL” THE TECH GIANTS, whereas
journalism has clear rules, laws, and codes of ethics to follow for accountability to the public.
We also take note of initiatives by some governments to enact policies which aim to “regulate”
the now omnipresent power of technology companies.

Trigger 5: Examining Al and the Philosophy of Communication Education

The advent of artificial intelligence (Al) offers many benefits and opportunities. But like any
other technology or innovation, Al can also bring issues and challenges. Ethical considerations,
the need for human judgment in complex cases, and the importance of empathy and
understanding are significant factors that Al currently cannot fully replicate.

In Harnessing Al in Developing Countries: Why a Socio-Technical Approach Matters, Lallana
(2024) pointed out that Al systems are not just algorithms, but that these have social elements
that are essential to the full human understanding of how these systems work. Citing NIST
(2022), he emphasized that a socio-technical approach “takes into account the values and
behavior modeled from the datasets, the humans who interact with them, and the complex
organizational factors that go into their commission, design, development, and ultimate
deployment.”

This approach enables individuals to understand that Al is part of a larger web of processes and
social systems and that it is marked by the values and interests of its developers. Thus, this may
tend to further marginalize the already marginalized communities especially since they are not
involved in the development of these Al systems.

Lallana argues that a socio-technical approach gives developing countries more levers to
maximize the benefits and minimize the risks of Al. This is an important reminder to
communication professionals, scholars, and policymakers especially those working in indigenous
communities.

A graphic presentation of human and systemic institutional and societal factors of Al bias are
presented by the authors in Figure 1.
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Figure 1
The Challenge of Managing Al Bias

Statistical/ Computational Biases

Communication professionals and scholars are called upon to challenge or counterbalance the
dominance of online datasets and information produced by mainstream communities now
easily accessible in the cyberspace through Chat GPT and similar tools.

Al and cultural literacies should be included in media and information literacy (MIL) to enable
communication professionals to be sensitive to negative or undesirable representation,
especially those who build pride and prejudice towards “different others.”

The late Pope Francis offered an advice to all of us: “Faced with the marvels of machines, which
seem to know how to choose independently, we should be very clear that decision-making,
even when we are confronted with its sometimes dramatic and urgent aspects, must always be
left to the human person.”

In her intervention at the roundtable on information and governance at the World Meeting on
Human Fraternity in Rome on September 12, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Ressa identified
three critical battles our world faces today. The first battle is the battle for truth. The second is
the battle for human agency. There are “algorithms that amplify our worst impulses, that
reward outrage over empathy, that trap us in bubbles of our own biases.” But Ressa reminded
us that these are choices. “We can choose different values. We can design for human dignity.”
The third battle is for the future we want. She raised these questions: “Will artificial intelligence
augment human potential or replace human judgment? Will the internet serve humanity or will
humanity serve the internet?”

UNESCO reminds us that “no human being or human community should be harmed or
subordinated, whether physically, economically, socially, politically, culturally or mentally during
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any phase of the life cycle of Al systems. Human rights and fundamental freedoms must be
respected, protected and promoted throughout the life cycle of Al systems.” 4

A very useful reference is the UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence. > According to this document, Al raises new types of ethical issues that include, but
are not limited to, rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Recommendation
offers principles (e.g., fairness, non-discrimination, data privacy and protection).

Related to the concept to public good is information integrity.

According to the G20, information integrity refers to the effort to promote accurate, reliable,
and trustworthy information in the digital space, to support democracy, public trust, and
sustainable development.

UNESCO is a knowledge partner of G20. UNESCO played a key role throughout the process,
contributing two pivotal reports: Possible Approaches to Promoting Information Integrity and
Trust in the Digital Environment, and Mapping the information integrity debate to inform the
agenda of the working group. UNESCO’s Guidelines for the Governance of Digital Platforms and
other instruments and networks from the Internet for Trust initiative were important part of
UNESCO'’s contribution.

The following are the key elements of G20 Information Integrity:

e Access to free and accurate information free from discrimination and hate speech.

e Address spread of false and harmful content that can undermine trust, democracy, and
public health.

e Promoting "information as a public good, highlighting the crucial role of independent
and free media.

e Role of media in providing transparency and reliable information.

e Digital and media literacy

Key initiative is the Global Initiative for Information Integrity on Climate Change launched at the
2024 G20 Rio de Janeiro summit, co-chaired by the Government of Brazil, UNESCO, and United
Nations, underlining the central connection between access to information and information
integrity.

Trigger Six: The Narrowing Democratic Space

The shrinking democratic landscape, coupled with persistent threats and attacks on freedom of
expression - particularly press freedom, profoundly affects journalism and communication
education and practice.

4 Al system life cycle is defined as ranging from research, design and development to deployment and
use, including disassembly and termination.
5 https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137
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The Global State of Democracy (GSoD) report, the flagship publication of the International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA), provides annual analysis
of democratization across the globe. The GSoD Indices are organized around four core
categories of democratic performance: Representation, Rights, Rule of Law, and Participation.
Each of the four categories is broken down into indicators. The Indices are based on a total of
154 indicators. The Report covers 173 countries worldwide. ©

According to the 2025 Global State of Democracy Report, the strongest overall performance
was recorded in the Representation category. ’ The highest number of declines occurred in the
Rule of Law?® category especially in the factor of Judicial Independence.

Within the Rights category®, the most extensive global decline occurred in Freedom of the
Press, followed by Freedom of Expression, Economic Equality, and Access to Justice.
Participation category remained relatively stable.!°

The Asia and the Pacific portion of the Report noted that comparing 2024 to 2019, significant
declines at the factor level outnumbered advances across the whole region. The factors that
saw the most change across the region were Access to Justice, Credible Elections, and Effective
Parliament. There were at least 19 countries from Asia and the Pacific covered in the report.

Despite the prevailing trend of democratic decline, 2024 GSoD reported that the overall quality
of democracy in the region remains “moderate to high” although these averages do not reflect
disparities between categories and across countries. The Asia and the Pacific section also has
references to Bangladesh especially in the aspect of representation (see pages 52-53). The
country page for Bangladesh is found in Annex B page 168. 1!

The UNESCO Observatory of Killed Journalists reported that as of October 2025, 1,825
Journalists killed since 1993 and 77 journalists already killed this year. 2 In terms of judicial
status, only 13.06% has been resolved. By gender, 92.33% of the killed journalists are male. The

5 The GSoD Report is regarded as credible for the following reasons: the report is produced by IDEA, an
intergovernmental organization with a focus on supporting sustainable democracy worldwide. It employs rigorous
guantitative data analysis and qualitative assessments. The findings are often subject to peer review.

7 Representation indicators include credible elections, elected government, effective parliament, free political
parties, inclusive suffrage, and local democracy.

8 Rule of Law indicators include absence of corruption, judicial independence, predictable enforcement, and
personal integrity and security.

9 Rights indicators include freedom of expression, freedom of the press, freedom off religion, freedom of
association and liberty, access to justice, gender equality, etc.

10 participation includes electoral participation, civic engagement, and civil society.

11 |n addition to the GSoD, there are other indices such as the Economist Intelligence Unit's Democracy Index,

the V-Dem Democracy indices, and the Bertelsmann Transformation Index, all of which provide data-driven
analyses of democratic performance.

12 The term journalist in UNESCO's monitoring and reporting mechanisms covers “journalists, media workers and
social media producers who are engaged in journalistic activity.” This definition also aligns with the UN Human
Rights Committee General Comment No. 34's broad interpretation of journalism as a "shared function" by a wide
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https://www.google.com/search?q=V-Dem+Democracy+indices&sca_esv=2cceabc96216acc6&sxsrf=AE3TifMi_-xh1zzu9HSYGhjEpzGJjtFdRA%3A1761904477582&ei=XYcEaYGnI9m4vr0P2au2mAI&ved=2ahUKEwjRtJXmmM6QAxXTJzQIHVgrH5oQgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=What+are+existing+measures+of+state+of+democracy+in+addition+to+the+Global+State+of+Democracy+Report%3F&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiZVdoYXQgYXJlIGV4aXN0aW5nIG1lYXN1cmVzIG9mIHN0YXRlIG9mIGRlbW9jcmFjeSBpbiBhZGRpdGlvbiB0byB0aGUgR2xvYmFsIFN0YXRlIG9mIERlbW9jcmFjeSBSZXBvcnQ__oCsgcGMi41OC4yuAf1QcIHCTAuNS40MS4xOMgHhQM&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfC9Yndm6jqdqkLLOGWI6aydUZDYWQVS9edehWqXVvVs0GGttuwnoS9QXDXlh3q3raKd2FcucK33CW-U-DNsu1PreyUbcbvXQD1TsFL1G53jpLzJ5p564aGsAa1zYEjiR7rWBF34eTt76lv1KXjAJNz_9n_gDqVGQIsQA-yOLrq3z9E&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Bertelsmann+Transformation+Index&sca_esv=2cceabc96216acc6&sxsrf=AE3TifMi_-xh1zzu9HSYGhjEpzGJjtFdRA%3A1761904477582&ei=XYcEaYGnI9m4vr0P2au2mAI&ved=2ahUKEwjRtJXmmM6QAxXTJzQIHVgrH5oQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=What+are+existing+measures+of+state+of+democracy+in+addition+to+the+Global+State+of+Democracy+Report%3F&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiZVdoYXQgYXJlIGV4aXN0aW5nIG1lYXN1cmVzIG9mIHN0YXRlIG9mIGRlbW9jcmFjeSBpbiBhZGRpdGlvbiB0byB0aGUgR2xvYmFsIFN0YXRlIG9mIERlbW9jcmFjeSBSZXBvcnQ__oCsgcGMi41OC4yuAf1QcIHCTAuNS40MS4xOMgHhQM&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfC9Yndm6jqdqkLLOGWI6aydUZDYWQVS9edehWqXVvVs0GGttuwnoS9QXDXlh3q3raKd2FcucK33CW-U-DNsu1PreyUbcbvXQD1TsFL1G53jpLzJ5p564aGsAa1zYEjiR7rWBF34eTt76lv1KXjAJNz_9n_gDqVGQIsQA-yOLrq3z9E&csui=3
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/gc34.pdf

Observatory’s data on Bangladesh reported 35 killings since 1993 including two as of this year.
For judicial status, only 11.11% has been resolved while ongoing/unresolved cases is 40.74%. 13

RSF World Press Freedom Index 2025 presents a very sobering global situation. To quote:

“Although physical attacks against journalists are the most visible violations of press freedom,
economic pressure is also a major, more insidious problem.'* The economic indicator on the RSF
World Press Freedom Index now stands at an unprecedented, critical low as its decline
continued in 2025. As a result, the global state of press freedom is now classified as a “difficult
situation” for the first time in the history of the Index (underscoring provided).”

Bangladesh's press freedom index score for 2025 is 33.71 out of 100, ranking 149th out of 180
countries. This score indicates a "very serious" press freedom situation. The press freedom
index score for 2024 is 27.64 out of 100, ranking 165th out of 180 countries.'® The RSF Index
reported only one journalist killed this year (unlike two reported in the UNESCO Observatory).

The use of the RSF Press Freedom Index has faced some criticisms. But despite this, the Index
remains widely cited. Among the concerns are subjective assessments as the index relies on
subjective judgments (by undisclosed group of experts) and therefore can be examined out of
context and methodological flaws in the scoring system and weighing criteria have been
questioned, e.g., fair assighment of score. 1°

Another international media NGO is the New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)
which has several initiatives to promote press freedom and protect journalists. It compiles
detailed records on journalist fatalities since 1992. 7 CPJ Global Impunity Index ranks countries
based on the number of unsolved journalist murders as a percentage of their population. The
CPJ Prison Census identifies countries that jail journalists at high rates.'® The CPJ measures are
also criticized for alleged limitations, e.g., indices might not accurately capture the complexity of
press freedom issues in various countries, cases cited might involve journalists who were killed

range of actors, including professional full-time reporters and analysts, as well as bloggers and others who engage
in forms of self-publication in print, on the internet.

13 Bangladesh journalists included in the list are Asaduzzaman Tuhin (killed on 07August 2025) and Khandaker Shah
Alam (killed on 26 June 2025).

14 The RSF report attributes this to ownership concentration, pressure from advertisers and financial backers, and
public aid that is restricted, absent or allocated in an opaque manner.

15 Measures to evaluate WPF Index includes pluralism, media independence, environment and self-censorship,
legislative framework, transparency, infrastructure, and abuses.

16 https://medium.com/@harshitguptal337/how-flawed-math-distorts-the-world-press-freedom-index-
0303421b7952

17 CPJ defines journalists as people who regularly cover news or comment on public affairs through any medium to
report or share fact-based information with an audience

18 https://cpj.org/about/research/
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https://www.unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/observatory/country-overview?country=ed87ffe2-4662-5b6d-ba87-392aeaa35a20&hub=72609
https://rsf.org/en/rsf-world-press-freedom-index-2025-economic-fragility-leading-threat-press-freedom
https://www.unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/observatory/02338acb-ae67-46c4-aaf1-c5193600f6ae?hub=72609
https://www.unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/observatory/44f5911a-9e6e-4cea-9493-bc3e00fa65cd?hub=72609
https://www.unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/observatory/44f5911a-9e6e-4cea-9493-bc3e00fa65cd?hub=72609
https://cpj.org/about/research/

or attacked for reasons unrelated to their work as journalists, and data depends on access to
reliable information.

Conclusion

The six triggers are an urgent call to action, highlighting the need to reform not only
communication and journalism education and practice but also the overall education and media
systems. While these triggers are part of a global scenario, responding to these challenges
demands local contextualization to be appropriate and culturally relevant.

The triggers are in no way exclusive or complete. There are other equally important triggers that
demand attention and response to create a truly relevant communication and journalism
education and practices.
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