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Abstract

In the media system of Bangladesh, private ownership is mostly noticed. Analyzing the media
scenario, it is seen that most of them are from the ruling party. Moreover, the second largest
share belongs to the big business groups. Studies have identified most three common features
of Bangladeshi media: firstly, the owners are involved with the ruling party; the second aspect
is that a large part of the directors of these media are family members and the third issue is
media conglomeration—one group is operating newspapers, radio and television channels. As
a result, the media are failing to fulfill their moral responsibilities. Profit making has become
the main concern which is conflicting with the basic principles of journalism. These media
outlets are playing a role in enhancing the socio-political status of the owners and acting as a
bulwark of other commercial interests. At the same time, successively clickbait journalism is
increasing. Objective journalism is being sacrificed to report "news first". Irrelevant negativity
is increasing in the headlines. As a result, the desirable constructive journalism practice is
very limited or absent. The readers are confused and terrified by the negative news. Readers
are losing confidence in news objectivity. However, the practice of constructive journalism has
also been seen in a positive way as opposed to negative news. Traditional journalism has been
seen in news coverage even in the crucial time of Covid-19. It is seen that some news was
presented in a constructive way. Though it was insignificant in number, the study has attempted
to provide a comparative analysis of the news coverage of mainstream online news portals in
Bangladesh at a crucial time of Covid-19 (2020-2021). The study has also provided a
comparative analysis of BBC News Bangla and Bangladeshi mainstream online news portal's
news presentation onCovid-19's new variant Omicron.
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Introduction

A Short History of Bangladeshi Journalism: Journalism with modern features began in
Europe in the eighteenth century. Although print journalism started in the subcontinent with
the publication of Hickey's Gazette from Calcutta in 1780, the journey of Bengali journalism
started in 1818 with the publication of Bengal Gazette, Dikdarshan and Samachar Darpan.
The profession of journalism expanded at the beginning of the twentieth century. The First and
Second World Wars, the partition of the country in 1947 and the rise of Dhaka as the capital of
East Bengal played an important role in the spread of journalism.?

Later, many changes happened in various paths. Newspapers have been associated with
television, radio and film as mass media. New innovations in information technology have
opened up new avenues in the media and journalism. Recent computer technology and the
Internet have added a new dimension to journalism. Journalism has changed dramatically in
the last two decades. Especially in the last two decades, with the proliferation of print and
electronic media, there have been many changes in its size, content and style. Journalism, like
any other profession, is now recognized as a profession. In a free market economy, like any
other business, anyone can invest in this sector. We see that corporate organizations and large
business groups have invested in the media sector. As a result, the profession is now being used
as a medium for corporate commercial interests. Now no one is born a journalist like before,



one has to learn journalism according to the market demand. Journalism has now taken an
institutional form. New forms of journalism are also being discussed and practiced. Although
the practice of traditional journalism still remaining. Constructive journalism is also in
competition line with Click Bait journalism. We have seen the practice of traditional journalism
on Bangladeshi online portals during the recent Covid-19 Epidemic. However, along with this
many portals have also practiced constructive journalism. This study will show a comparative
analysis of the type of news coverage in the online news portals of Bangladesh during the
situation of the covid-19 outbreak. Comparative analysis will also be done on the news
presentation of the covid-19 new variant Omicron between BBC News Bangla and Bangladeshi
online news portals.

Constructive journalism: Generally, people are accustomed to seeing negative news and this
is a harsh truth in the context of Bangladesh. The basic functions of news are informing,
educating, motivating.? Now corporate journalism has become a challenge to objective
journalism. Constructive journalism is the exact opposite of this journalism.

In constructive journalism-
B The news is presented in a balanced way and news headlines are also balanced;
B This is a solution-based journalism;
E It involves the readers/audiences with the news;

B It applies problem solving methods as well as encourages solutions [It provides
information so that people can form an option and find a solution.].

Constructive journalism is a very new concept in the context of Bangladesh.®

Covid-19: On December 31, 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) confirmed the news
of an unknown viral pneumonia disease in China's Wuhan Province. On January 6, 2020,
Chinese authorities identified it as the cause of the novel coronavirus and temporarily renamed
it "2019-nCoV". This is a new strain that has not been detected in humans before. On January
30, 2020, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director of WHO identified the outbreak as an
international concern and declared it an alarm for public health. At that time there were 98
cases in 18 countries outside of China and there were no deaths till then. On March 11, 2020,
as the number of outbreaks outside China continued to rise, the WHO director declared it an
epidemic. The first case of the covid-19 disease in Bangladesh was reported on March 6, 2020,
and the first death occurred on March 16, 2020, after originating from China's Wuhan
Province.*

Objectives of the Study

At the beginning of the Covid-19 outbreak, the online news portals presented information to
the public in various ways, and also have given health instructions to be vigilant during the
Covid-19 outbreak. However, negativity has been noticed in the style of news presentations.
Although some news portals have reported in a balanced way, they are few in number. People
were more panicked in the Covid-19 situation; it was natural for people to be more panicked
by seeing negative news on online news portals.®

In the same context, some news portals have given positive news and some news portals have
given negative news. This study has shown a comparative analysis of both types of news
presentations in mainstream online news portals. The specific objectives of the study were:

v Toidentify and compare the presentation of Covid-19 news within different mainstream
online news portals;



v' To analyze the general trends of news presentation—the negative way of news
presentation and the balancing;

v To compare the Covid-19 new variant Omicron news presentation in BBC News Bangla
and other mainstream online news portals of Bangladesh.

The study carried out a comparative analysis of a total of 16 Covid-19 news presented in
different mainstream online news portals on the basis of Covid-19 infection or healing rate,
vaccination, education situation, unemployability in the period of 2020-2021. It also has
analyzed the trends of negativity and balancing in the presentation of studied news. The study
has completed a comparative analysis of 5 Covid-19 variant Omicron news presented in BBC
News Bangla and other mainstream online news portals of Bangladesh in January 2022.

Research Questions
The study was designed to find out the answers to the following questions:

1) Was the news presented in a constructive way or the news presented in a traditional
way?

2) Did the audience benefit by being involved?
Hypothesis

Negativity in news presentation is a general trend in Bangladeshi media and it has a historical
legacy. Due to having some orientations on balancing negativity in news and many more
reasons, the news presentation is changing slowly from negativity to positivity, in other words,
balancing with positive dimensions of a news story. But it is a long way to go, hence the study
has been carried out by the following assumptions:

1) The amount of negative news in online news portals is high.

2) People were not benefited from the news as the audiences were not involved as the
news has not been presented in a constructive way.

Methodology

In this study, a total of 21 news (18 news on Covid-19 issues and 5 news on Omicron) have
been analyzed which has been published on the online news portals. A total of 7 news has been
analyzed from the daily Prothom Alo, online news portalJagonews24.com, the daily Bhorer
Kagoj and the BBC News Banglaon the basis ofCovid-19 infected/ heal rate, vaccination,
education situation, unemployability etc. So, the study is qualitative in nature. The qualitative
research method is a widely used method in social science research. This study has followed
the content analysis methods for analyzing the selected news stories following the mentioned
categories. It involved qualitative analysis rather than quantitative findings.

Literature Review

Paul Rozin and Edward B. Royzman have shown in their study titled 'Negativity Bias,
Negativity Dominance and Contagion' that humans and animals are more prone to negativity,
and it is assumed that humans and animals have a common bias. That is to give more
importance to the negative entity like events, objects, personal features. It is expressed in 4
ways -(1) Negative energy where the negative entity is stronger than the equivalent positive
entities (2) Negative gradients (the negativity of negative events increases faster than the
positive of positive events) (3) Negative Dominance (negativity is assessed between a
combination of negative and positive entities) and (4) Negative differences (Negative issues
are more diverse, conceptual results are complexly presented and involve a larger population).



In a study emphasizing negative dominance, researchers suggest that one feature of negative
events that makes them dominant is that the negative entity is more contagious than the positive
entity.®

Liesbeth Hermans and Catherine Gyldensted have shown the classification of elements of
constructive journalism on their article named 'Elements of Constructive Journalism:
Characteristics, Practical Application and Audience Valuation'. They have written about
constructive journalism. Constructive journalism, a new term of journalism includes behavioral
sciences, a unique news type which gives positive vibes on news body. It is future oriented and
involves public contribution. It has been researched that how people value these elements in
the news. In the Netherlands this study had taken place where data were gathered from 3263
people. Their age limit was 20-65. Overall, a positive result has been seen in the results. Age,
educational background and interest in news seem to play a role in this assessment. So
constructive journalism is gradually finding its way in the practice of journalism! There are
also indications that people value the news which includes structural elements. It has been
shown that it is important to further develop in journalism sector and define the concept in the
coming years.’

In recent times, constructive journalism has become a popular term and it is the basis of many
seminars, conferences, courses in journalism school, fellowship programs and research
projects. In the paper "Constructive Journalism Proponents, Precedents, and Principles”, Peter
Bro has described about constructive journalism. This research paper explores the origins of
constructive journalism by describing and discussing its proponents, examples and principles.
Research shows that constructive journalism is not a new term. Its underlying inherent
principles in line with other well-known — e =< -
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study has compared traditional news and constructive news and used 21 news as samples for
the years 2020 and 2021and January 2022. This news has been selected based on Covid-19
infection/healing rate, vaccination, education situation, unemployability.

Content-1.1.1

On August 3, 2021, a news was published in the online version of Prothom Alo. The headline
was "235 killed in Corona, more than 15,000 identified.

According to the news intro, 235 more people have died in the country due to Covid-19. 15,776
new patients were identified. In contrast to the test, the patient identification rate is 29.91
percent. In other words, the rate of recovery has been suppressed by highlighting only
identification and death. Naturally, this is not balanced news. People are less interested in this
type of news. The constructive aspect was not brought up by shedding light on the completely
negative issues. As a result, reader engagement cannot be noticed. The news highlights the

issue of death across a graph which is extremely

H 9
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Content -1.1.2

About a month apart, a news item was
published in the online version of Prothom Alo
on September 22 with the headline "98 out of T
100 infected people are recovering".
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The news is presented in a balanced structure.
In the news intro, the number of 'recovering | @ @ TR 00 G 00 G 03 T
people’ has been given priority. An essential
element of constructive journalism is balancing
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which is present in this news. It is assumed that
the people W|_II feel sootiness at the news 98 out e SIS SO0 S S
of every 100 infected people are recovering” and St TN 3

will be vocal to follow the hygiene rules. We can
say that this type of news presentation is g A i
constructively made.'® Because the story had a :
look at the recovery rate and it didn’t highlight D & o 8 6 G
only the death rate.

The following two news have given focus on
recovery and death. In the first news, negativity
iS given prominence by mentioning the
identification rate and death rate. This is the
practice of the traditional form of journalism.On | = = =% '
the other hand, the second news is positive and S ——— e —————
relates to the text which is constructive.

Content-1.2.1

One of the most popular news portals, Somoy ﬁ@’f;;;ﬁ:ﬁ:'{;;‘f‘:;&ﬁ:ﬁﬁ
News, published a news on December 20, 2021, | = o " == = == o
stating that "The death rate and identification

rate due to Covid-19 have increased in the country." The whole news was full of fear and death.
Nowhere the recovery rate was mentioned. Analyzing this news, it can be said that it is done
in the traditional way of journalism. In this news, from the beginning to the end the negativity
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is predominant. Reader involvement cannot be noticed here because the readers cannot involve

themselves in such news.!
Content -1.2.2

On August 21, 2021, a news item was published on the Somoy News online portal. The headline
was "ldentification rate and death rate have decreased in Bangladesh™.
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Since the advent of Covid-19 in Bangladesh in 2020, there has been panic in the minds of the
people. The reader turned away from the news. There was a lack of public news. Thanks to the
old style of news, constructive journalism is slowly taking place, which engages the masses. In
this news, positivity has been given priority. In the previous news, we have seen that death
identification has been highlighted. This creates panic and confusion in the mind of the readers.
The readers will be satisfied after reading the 2nd news headline as it gives a comforting
message which is involving the reader with the news. Although the numbers of identification
and death rates have also risen in the news, the recovery rate has also been given priority which
is higher than the detection and death rate.*

Content-1.3.1

A  report was  published on
banglanews24.com on August 9, 2020.
The headline was "The death rate in
Lower Court 0.57 % ". The intro said that
in the lower court, the recovery rate was 8
percent, and the death rate was 0.56
percent which is 6.5 percent more than the
national recovery rate and 0.75 percent
less than the national death rate. b SR

The intro shows a higher recovery rate
and lower death rate. Despite this, the
headline of the news has given priority to
death which is negative.™

Content -1.3.2

On the other hand, a news was published in the same context of the portal Banik Barta on 9th
August, which was titled "In the lower court 66% of Covid-19 infected are recovering™.
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This title is positive enough. Intro to the news was '66% of the infected judges and officials of
the lower court have been recovering, the recovery rate is 66% and the death rate is 0.56%.

Which is 8.5% higher than the national recovery rate
and 0.75 % lower than the national death rate | =< s‘ifi‘; SRR
respectively. Negativity was not given priority in the , i AT e

intro of the news, but positive news was given
pl’iority.“ | 1B o, 203 ¢ Yo Y in 1)

Content-1.3.3

Similarly, the same issue was reported in a positive
manner in the online version of UNB on 9 August
where we see a spontaneous news. The headline was
"Corona recovery rate in the lower court is 66%, the
mortality rate is 0.56%".%°
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Covid-19 detection rate in the lower courts was 66% and
the death rate was 0.56%, which is 8% higher than the
national recovery rate and 0.75% lower than the national
death rate, respectively. The news is positive enough.

Since the Covid-19 vaccines have been invented,
various reactions have been coming from different
_ countries. People were apprehensive about the first
P — vaccine,_although researcher_s have been saying that
219w oo @ g T g i ea ot | VACCINAtion can prevent the virus. Twenty-three people
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Although there is no clear evidence that the death was
caused by vaccination, various news portals reported it
negatively. Such news was enough to create panic inthe | o ——

minds of the people. 000@)

Content-1.4.1

On January 16, 2021, the Bangla Tribune published the
report 23 people die after being vaccinated by Pfizer in
Norway".

Rw (o

The intro was, at least 23 people have died in Norway
after being vaccinated against the Covid-19 invented by
Pfizer which was reported by Bloomberg, quoted as the
country's authorities saying. Thirteen people died in the
hospital. Side effects have been observed in their body
immediately after vaccination.®




Content-1.4.2

A report on the vaccine was published in the Bengali
version of Deutsche Welle on 13 February 2021 which
has been done in a sufficiently constructive way. The
headline of the news was "Fact check: Are people dying
after Covid-19 vaccination?"

Where there is enough material to connect the reader.
The news has emphasized the fact of fact-checking. The
news agency has verified the fact check in the case of
death after vaccination in Norway. The Norwegian
Medicines Agency is investigating 33 deaths at a
Norwegian nursing home as of January 28 after the
vaccination. According to them, those who are
vaccinated, many of them were seriously ill. An average
of 45 people died every day in Norwegian nursing
homes and similar institutions. Therefore, the number of
deaths at the time of vaccination is not unusual. Ticker
has nothing to do with it. (In addition, in many other
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countries, accurate information has been given by checking the facts subject to an investigation
into the deaths due to vaccination. This is constructive news.’
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to vaccination. It has become clear in this news that
the news has misled the reader with a negative

headline.!®

Content-1.5.2

In the same context, Dhaka Times reports which
can be said to be relatively constructive. Just
because a heart patient has died from a vaccine
does not mean that he has died from the vaccine.

Heart patients can die at any time.

The headline was "Heart patient died after taking

vaccine."®

Content-1.5.1

There was seen a lot of negative news about vaccines
in Bangladesh. Normal deaths are reported along
with vaccinations which created panic among the
people.

On November 9, 2021, the online version of Kaler
Kantho published a report entitled "One died 10
minutes after taking vaccine". According to the intro,
a man named Deen Islam died 10 minutes after
getting the Covid-19 vaccine at the Ganatika center
in Dhamrai upazila of Dhaka. This has created
confusion in the minds of the readers and created
doubts about the vaccine. Doctors later said the man
was suffering from various diseases including heart
disease and diabetes. However, he said that he did not
die due
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Content-1.6.1

In the Covid-19 situation, people mostly have suffered economically. Unemployment has
increased speedily. However, many unemployed youths have gained self-reliance through
online platforms. Many housewives have found success in online businesses sitting at home.
However, several mainstream online news portals have raised the issue in a negative way. On
June 25, 2020, the online version of Prothom Alo published "Unemployment has increased,
many sources of income have been completely cut off"

According to the intro, due to covid-19,
people’s income has decreased, and
unemployment has increased. Lower class
people have suffered more. There are many
people whose sources of income have been
completely cut off. This news has been
made by emphasizing the negative side of
Covid-19.2°

Content-1.6.2

It is true that unemployment has risen in the
Covid-19 situation; many people have lost
their jobs and become entrepreneurs
successfully. On January 9, 2021, the
online version of Jugantar published
"They lost their jobs in Covid-19 situation
and became successful entrepreneurs”,
meaning that the positive context has been
highlighted without giving priority to
negativity in Covid-19.

According to the intro, the epidemic has
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turned the whole world down. What no one could have imagined, has happened in the world
in the last two years. Different countries have been peddled to give one lockdown after another
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due to Covid-19. Bangladesh is no exception.
The way of income of general people including
various institutions, industries, educational
institutions has been closed due to continuous
lockdown. Many people have been unemployed.
However, many have succeeded in the struggle
in such a situation. They have turned over to get
rid of the curse of unemployment, became an
entrepreneur. They have shown the way of
survival not only to themselves but also to
others. How unemployed people have moved on
as entrepreneurs. It has come up positively in the
news. The news is constructive and engages the
reader.?!

Content-1.7.1

An unexpected change happened in the
education system during Covid-19. All
educational institutions including schools,
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colleges and universities were declared closed.
Millions of students were placed under convicted
in their houses. Online teaching has begun. The
negativity of online education has been talked
about. Some news was published in the online
version of Samakal on 23 May 2021. The headline
was "Inquietude education system in Corona;Four
and a half crore students, 50 lakh teachers are in
misery”.

It is said that the education system of the country
has been ruined due to Covid-19. All the
educational institutions in the country have been
closed almost for 18 months. About four and a half
crore students and 5 million teachers from primary
level to higher education level are the victims of
extreme loss.

The infrastructural damage of the educational
institutions which have been closed for a long time

is also a burning issue. The news has been reported negatively on the educational institutions’
progress where there were no constructive words or quotes. This type of news creates

frustration in the minds of the people.??
Content-1.7.2

There have been many negative reports about the
collapse of the education system during the Covid-
19 situation. We have seen such reports in the online
version every day. However, in a constructive way,
the positive report is not very noticeable. On 28
March 2020, Prothom Alo reported on how the study
can continue even in the crucial situation of Covid- f
19, highlighting how can be reduced the loss of
education system. It can be said that the report is
giving positive vibe, engages the readers.

This news item has presented how to ensure the
education system in Covid-19 as a means of
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describing different ways step by step. This news
soothes the mind of the reader; so it can be said to
be structural.®®

Content -1.7.3

Another similar story is seen on Risingbd, an online
news portal. The news was published on December
4, 2020, and the headline was "Obstacles to online
education in Bangladesh and what needs to be done
to solve them”. So, this can be called constructive
news.2*



Content Analysis (Part-2)

Omicron news presentation in BBC News Bangla in comparison with other mainstream

online news portals of Bangladesh in January 2022

Bangladeshi online news portals have been
publishing a lot of news since the new variant of
Covid-19 Omicron came up for discussion. Most
of which were not presented in a balanced way.
Most of the news frightened the readers. Though
omicron is not as deadly as delta, most of the news
portals did not highlight this. Omicron was first
identified in South Africa. Since then, the virus has
spread rapidly to at least 25 countries. As a result,
there has been panic all over the world.
Meanwhile, the WHO has issued a worldwide
warning about the variant.?®

Content-2.1.1

A report was published on omicron on the online
portal of Prothom Alo on 24 January 2022 where
the headline was —The detection rate is above
32%, new patients 14828'. According to the intro,
in the last 24 hours (from 8 am on Sunday to 8 am
on Monday) 45,807 samples were tested. Among
these, 14,828 people tested positive. The
identification rate is 32.38%

TS 3T 02 *TSRTIF ST,
T4 @1 58b 2y
By Aoy afStavns

BLATAH I

et O3 o Fga1 29w [t @i |
3T VR ORI AR ST5TE | FICTH 28 TBIT
(TSI @I ABTH LT (AT WS GITHATT ABTE
vBT) 8¢ ZMGIH boq TiEd FYAT AI=H1 FAT 21 QF
JHT 58 FGF b2 GHI T SR 11 27 |

I A1 Ao @M *91cEa 319 v 7R v
TSIt

It was said in the news body that the new type of

P TS A 009 Covid-19 variant has spread in the country. This type
T of Covid-19 spreads very quickly. The number of
TS, 38 STAITR 2033 new Covid-19 patients has been increasing in the

country within several weeks.
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This

completely a traditional news format.?®
Content-2.1.2

On the same day, the online version of Jagonews24.com
reported that the Covid-19 detection rate was 32.38%. In
the introduction, it has been said that the new type of
Covid-19, omicron infection is increasing throughout

predominant.
was
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the country. In the last 24 hours, 14,828 people have been identified. At this time the detection
rate is 32.38% whereas similarly to the first news, negativity prevails.?’

Content-2.2.1

On 11 January 2022, Prothom Alo online portal published a report titled 'Omicron is still
spreading fast' where concerns about Omicron have been expressed.?®
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Content-2.2.2

On 18 January 2022, a report was published on the
Bhorer Kagoj online portal, '22 more omicron patients
in the country, identification increased to 55'. The
report mentioned that 22 people from Dhaka are
infected with the omicron variant. The news was
presenting omicron as a panic issue.?

Analyzing some of the omicron news of the online
portals of Bangladesh, it can be said that most of the
news was filled with negative words. The news has

been
published
more with the
predominance
of
identification
and infection
rate. So these are not constructive, but conventional.

On the other hand, analyzing the news of BBC News
Bangla, we can say that omicron news has been
presented positively where the reader can also be
involved.

BEE NEWS | wmest Content-2.3

R —— SOme  News was
published on BBC
News Bangla on
18 January 2022
titled ‘Corona

A b
- - 5
. W

P Virus: Is Covid
epidemic ending
with omicron variant? Is the last stage now?'
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@ifoe: e st The words in the headline are positively sorted. In the
SRS TS el - news it is said that scientists are talking about the hope,
maybe very soon the epidemic will end. Many of them
FISI JATI? think that the Covid-19 variant is under a lot of pressure
and as a result, it is getting weaker day by day.
Vaccination has also strengthened the human body's
wifite| FrATSIRATS g «¥ waefb Fea @ immune system. Analyzing all these things, the report
el assumed that the epidemic has begun to come to an end.

Undoubtedly such news gives relief to the reader and
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Content-2.4

A report on omicron was published in BBC News Bangla on [ETelc I T -
23 January 2022 with the headline, '‘Covid: How do you know
if you have been infected with omicron?' What a wonderful
way to connect people with one question! The report makes a
video about the type of omicron which has enough material
to engage the reader. 31 This news can be called constructive.

Content-2.5

A report was published on BBC News Bangla on 19 January
2022, "Corona Virus: |Is Bangladesh towards herd
immunity?" This headline is analytical because the report said
that herd immunity is the only hope when the effect of
omicron is not stoppable. Explanations have been analyzed at
various points. Such news is quite positive and constructive
in nature.
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Findings

In Part-1 the contents from several mainstream online news | @ @ e o e o
portals in Bangladesh have been analyzed. Some of the NEWS | cu s sreien s e o 53 srare e 2 21
that has been done during the Covid-19 situation of 2020 and
2021 has been analyzed in part 1. Analyzing the contents of the news, it is seen that there has
been a lot of negative structured news during Covid-19. People were confused in Covid-
19situation; this negative news made people more confused. Almost all the news portals have
served the news in the traditional way of journalism. Besides, there was no material in the news
to engage the reader.

But there has been some positive news in between where some elements were presented to
engage the reader. By analyzing the news contents1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.3.1, 1.4.1, 1.5.1, 1.6.1 and
1.7.1, we see that the news has been formed by giving priority to the negative subject. On the
other hand, the news contents 1.1.2, 1.2.2,1.3.2,1.4.2,1.5.2,1.6.2,1.7.2 and 1.7.3 are relatively
constructive. A lot of touchy headlines have been made from the news information.

In Part 2, news presentation on Covid-19's new variant ‘omicron’ has been analyzed. Here each
content has been taken from4 Bangladeshi online news portals and 3 from BBC News Bangla.
News on the issue has been circulating since the beginning of the omicron effect. However,
most of them were filled with negativity. It has been said that omicron is not as deadly as
Delta.®

Nevertheless, there have been a lot of negativities in the coverage of online news portals on
omicron. In the case of the omicron news presentation in part 2, by analyzing the contents 2.1.1,
2.1.2, 2.2.1, 2.2.2, have found the traditional pattern of journalism. Such news on omicron
really created a lot of panic in the minds of the people. On the other hand, examples of
constructive journalism have been found by analyzing contents 2.3, 2.4, and 2.5 of BBC News
Bangla. All the news has been presented in a very balanced way where the problems and
solutions are addressed.

Recommendation

As a concept, constructive journalism is new in practicing journalism by Bangladeshi media.
However, based on its features, it can be said that the practice of such journalism is much
needed. Based on the above discussion, we recommend some steps can be taken in this regard:



v/ Some orientation training can be arranged for the journalists by academic institutions
like universities or training institutions like the Press Institute of Bangladesh (PI1B).

v Related training and orientations can be arranged for the media managers for selected
media outlets from the national level to the district level.

v Constructive journalism practice can be rewarded by media houses as well as
government institutions like the Press Institute of Bangladesh (P1B).

v’ International organizations like DW Akademie can arrange some fellowships for
practicing journalists.

Limitations

This study was conducted using content analysis. A total of 21 news (18 news on Covid-19
issues and 5 news on the Omicron variant) have been analyzed from some mainstream
Bangladeshi online news portals. The term constructive journalism is new to the media industry
in this country. So, the lack of examples of constructive journalism was widespread. Moreover,
no previous research has been conducted on Bangladeshi media content on constructive
journalism. So, there is some insufficiency of the literature review.

Conclusion

During the Covid-19 outbreak, Bangladeshi online news portals have been publishing Covid-
19 related news regularly. But analyzing the above news contents, it can be said that the
constructive structure was missing. Relatively small numbers of news items have been made
in a constructive way. The news content from BBC News Bangla can be said to be quite
compared to that of traditional news content.

After the era of traditional journalism, the practice of various types of journalism is slowly
starting. However, the new type of journalism is not fully practiced yet. Only in some cases do
we see the different presentations of news. Constructive journalism is such a new type of
journalism that is slowly evolving. In the era of clickbait journalism, constructive journalism
is a challenge though the features of reader engagement, balance etc. Constructive journalism
is gradually practicing. It will take its place in the news field one day.

References

* MSS student, Department of Communication and Journalism, University of Chittagong,
Chattogram-4331, Bangladesh.

L GITIM SIRINT AN & YRPAW NSRS AT, JIHATCACH STNLIN & S MPory
A IO AT, Jagannath University Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 1, No. 1-2, 2013, pp. 1-14.
2 MacGregor, Marion (2020); Constructive journalism: Why and how journalists want to change the

rules, Global Media Forum, Deutsche Welle, Available at: https://p.dw.com/p/3mUQY, accessed 10
March 2022.

3 MacGregor, Marion (2020); Constructive journalism: Why and how journalists want to change the
rules, Global Media Forum, Deutsche Welle, Available at: https://p.dw.com/p/3mUQY, accessed 10
March 2022.

4 https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-52207223; accessed on February 12, 2022.

® Tune, Samiun N. B K & Sarkar, Md. M. H et al (2021). Reactions to the media coverage during the
first wave of COVID-19 in Bangladesh, Heliyon, Volume 7, Issue 10.

6 Rozin, Paul & Royzman, Edward B (2001), “Negativity Bias, Negativity Dominance, and
Contagion.” Personality and Social Psychology Review, vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 296-320.


https://p.dw.com/p/3mUOY
https://p.dw.com/p/3mUOY

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Hermans, Liesbeth and Gyldensted, Cathrine (2019), “Elements of Constructive Journalism:
Characteristics, Practical Application and Audience Valuation.” Journalism, vol. 20, no. 4, pp. 535—
551

Bro, Peter (2019). “Constructive Journalism: Proponents, Precedents, and Principles.” Journalism,
vol. 20, no. 4, pp. 504-519.

https://www.prothomalo.com/amp/story/bangladesh/coronavirus/PCINN-9 & -G {N]- VDI -
HNI&-5 & -RMGICLL-
C?lﬁf#aoh:16441571525409&referrer:https%SA%ZF%ZFwww.qooqle.com&amp tF=From%20%
251%24; accessed on February 15, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/coronavirus/<PCITN-AER[S-5 0 0- G NI-N(T-2br-
m; accessed on February 13, 2022.

https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2021-12-20/FTAN-HTH6-818f9d7ael; accessed on February
13, 2022.

https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2021-08-21/BCAN-N NG b-df62f82da8; accessed on February
13, 2022.

https://www.banglanews24.com/public/law-court/news/bd/804809.details; accessed on February
16, 2022.

https://bonikbarta.net/home/news description/237723/ N N-NATT 0O -PLAANI-A RIS M S-
Y\Y-*TO[$*]-5]7; accessed on February 16, 2022.

https://barta24.com/details/law-court/100389/lower-court-coronavirus; accessed on February 12,
2022.

https://www.banglatribune.com/foreign/662270/~NJ8T C\')-WTC?I?—%?ET—CNGW—WE—Q\')-
G~ d-3]97; accessed on February 12, 2022.

https://www.dw.com/bn/ITB-(5F- (IS TGA- B HI-(FNT-[B-T91-T60%/a-56559571:
accessed on February 13, 2022.

https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/country-news/2021/11/09/1090710; accessed on February 14,
2022.

https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2021/11/09/2377 10/4TN=1 3CT-BLAVI-{G PI- N T-ZRCANR-
3J\97; accessed on February 14, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/ (IPTIR-(ATOTR-H AP I-ACTL- 0 A-A(HANI2-
J=h; accessed on February 15, 2022.

https://www.jugantor.com/economics/382269/FCATNII-5TH - AT -TFe- G UG- 2CA -
OIdT; accessed on February 15, 2022.

https://www.samakal.com/banqladesh/articIe/210562620W—H@6@—f£1W—W;accessed
on February 16, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/opinion/column/PCINIF-A N E- (AWI(F-AOICTLT-5109-ACA;
accessed on February 16, 2022.

https://www.risingbd.com/world-window/news/383540, accessed on February 10, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/world/africa/ &= - (G BT - (HTH- ATV - N - KTYI-
W@'@ﬂi‘ﬁ\‘%ﬁ; accessed on February 17, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/coronavirus/PCITNTN-ANG- ¥ N[ &- Y8 b b- RS-
V290Q-3DJ-5&; accessed on February 17, 2022.



https://www.prothomalo.com/amp/story/bangladesh/coronavirus/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF#aoh=16441571525409&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24
https://www.prothomalo.com/amp/story/bangladesh/coronavirus/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF#aoh=16441571525409&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24
https://www.prothomalo.com/amp/story/bangladesh/coronavirus/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF#aoh=16441571525409&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24
https://www.prothomalo.com/amp/story/bangladesh/coronavirus/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A9%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF#aoh=16441571525409&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251%24
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/coronavirus/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A6-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87-%E0%A7%AF%E0%A7%AE-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5
https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2021-12-20/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%A1%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9F-818f9d7ae1
https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2021-08-21/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%A1%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9F-df62f82da8
https://www.banglanews24.com/public/law-court/news/bd/804809.details
https://bonikbarta.net/home/news_description/237723/%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A7%AC%E0%A7%AC-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%82%E0%A6%B6-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5
https://barta24.com/details/law-court/100389/lower-court-coronavirus
https://www.banglatribune.com/foreign/662270/%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%93%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%93%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A9-%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81
https://www.dw.com/bn/%E0%A6%AB%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%AD%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%A1%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81-%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87/a-56559571
https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/country-news/2021/11/09/1090710
https://www.dhakatimes24.com/2021/11/09/237710/%E0%A6%A7%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%87%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%81
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AC-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%86%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%89%E0%A7%8E%E0%A6%B8-%E0%A6%8F%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A7
https://www.jugantor.com/economics/382269/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BF%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%B2-%E0%A6%89%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE
https://www.samakal.com/bangladesh/article/210562620/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%A3%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A1%E0%A6%AD%E0%A6%A3%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A1-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B7%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A5%E0%A6%BE
https://www.prothomalo.com/opinion/column/%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%9F%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%93-%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%AD%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%96%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%9A%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87
https://www.risingbd.com/world-window/news/383540

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

https://www.jagonews24.com/health/news/733902; accessed on February 17, 2022.

https://www.prothomalo.com/world/europe/™ - AT FB SR N; accessed on February
18, 2022.

https://www.bhorerkagoj.com/2022/01/16/(M{*¥-ATJ8-:-8 -, accessed  on
February 18, 2022.

https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60031000; accessed on February 18, 2022.

https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60101309; accessed on February 18, 2022.
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60057014; accessed on February 18, 2022.
AT I (TF (03D), GG (CTb/T (BT QIS 77 TV CFe93567, B, Available at:

https://www.prothomalo.com/world/africa/f NGB - (GAGI- (B TT- ATV - N - LTT-
GIAG.42684, Accessed: 10 February, 2022.



https://www.jagonews24.com/health/news/733902
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60031000
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60101309
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-60057014
https://www.prothomalo.com/world/africa/অমিক্রন-ডেলটার-চেয়ে-প্রাণঘাতী-নয়-ধারণা-ডব্লিউএইচওর
https://www.prothomalo.com/world/africa/অমিক্রন-ডেলটার-চেয়ে-প্রাণঘাতী-নয়-ধারণা-ডব্লিউএইচওর

